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Mary Immaculate College, Limerick 



Founded in 1898, and known locally and affectionately as ‘Mary I’, Mary Immaculate College is the oldest third 

level institution in Limerick. It has been academically linked to the University of Limerick since 1992. Originally 

founded as an institution devoted exclusively to the training of female teachers for Catholic primary schools, the 

College now offers a wide range of programmes in Education and the Liberal Arts at both undergraduate and 

postgraduate level. Almost 5,000 students are currently engaged in studies there. The conference rooms are located 

in the recently opened Tara Building. All lecture theatres and other rooms are fully equipped with multimedia data 

projectors, networked computers etc. Tea/coffee and lunch will be provided at the venue on each day of the 

conference, and a conference dinner and evening reception will take place at nearby locations.

It is hoped that EUPOP 2019 will be a meeting place for scholars engaged in research in many fields of popular 

culture. It will be an exciting event in the College’s history. As a state funded Catholic College of Education and 

the Liberal Arts, Mary Immaculate College signifies and embodies many of the currents and tensions in 

contemporary cultural and social life in Ireland and beyond. Addressing the corporatization of affective life in 

contemporary Ireland (Diane Negra), misogyny in social media internationally (Debbie Ging), and sport in 

European cinema (Seán Crosson), the keynotes will highlight popular culture as multiple sites of cultural 

reproduction, negotiation and contestation that will hopefully resonate and intersect with the various panels and 

papers at the conference.



Limerick City, Ireland 



Limerick is the third largest city in the Republic of Ireland, and has a long and complex social and cultural history. Located on Ireland’s longest river, the 

Shannon, Limerick is also a gateway to the west of Ireland and the Wild Atlantic Way coastal route (for further information, click 
https://www.wildatlanticway.com/home ) 

The city has a fascinating cultural historical geography. It was a place of settlement prior to the Viking invasion in the ninth century, but its earliest surviving 

cityscape dates largely from the Norman conquest, most notably the 13th century King John’s Castle, one of the best preserved Norman castles in Europe. 

Appropriately enough for a popular culture conference, King John is possibly better known as the villainous Prince John of the Robin Hood stories. The castle 

overlooks the Shannon. On the opposite bank is the Treaty Stone, on which the treaty ending the war between the forces of the English Catholic King James II 

and the Protestant William of Orange was reputedly signed in 1691. A war for the British Crown that led to pre-independence Protestant Ascendancy in 

Ireland, it was also a key, complex and contradictory episode in European history as James was supported by the Catholic Louis XIV of France while William 

was backed by the Pope. 

The city additionally features a Georgian quarter of planned townhouse streets and squares that dates from the late 18th century as Limerick became a thriving 

port. This area of the city now features Limerick City Gallery of Art and the Frank McCourt Museum, dedicated to one of Limerick’s most famous twentieth 

century writers. Frank McCourt documented his famously impoverished ‘miserable Irish child’ in post-Independence Ireland in the 1930s and ‘40s in the 

Pulitzer Prize winning Angela’s Ashes. 

Limerick also has a vibrant music scene and a thriving sporting culture. The conference dinner will take place at one of its most popular music venues, 

Dolan’s Warehouse (www.dolans.ie), which is also a nightly meeting place for traditional Irish musicians. County Limerick are the current All-Ireland 

champions in the ancient sport of hurling, which was recently included in UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

In 2014 Limerick was named Ireland’s inaugural National City of Culture, and the city bid to be European Capital of Culture in 2020.  

https://www.wildatlanticway.com/home


International & 
Local Accessibility

International Access Shannon Airport 

• US Pre Clearance

• US Direct Flights

• Canadian Direct Flights

• UK Direct flights

• European Direct Flights



By Train/Bus/Taxi
Train

Trains from Dublin Heuston station (2 hours, 5 minutes) and other cities and towns arrive at Colbert Station in Limerick city centre. 

The rail timetable can be accessed here: www.irishrail.ie

Buses

The terminal for the national coach service, Bus Éireann, is adjacent to the rail terminal. The timetable can be accessed here: 

www.buseireann.ie

Bus Éireann operates regular services to Limerick city centre from all towns and cities in Ireland, and provides direct services from 

the nearest airport at Shannon (30 minutes), and from Dublin (3 hours, 25 minutes) and Kerry (1hour, 50 minutes) airports.

Dublin Coach operates a regular service from Dublin Airport (3 hours) and Dublin city centre (2 hours, 45 minutes) to Arthur’s Quay 

in Limerick city centre. Timetable and online booking are available here: https://bit.ly/2LnEpii Arthur’s Quay is a 20 minute walk 

from the College or a 5-10 minute taxi journey. This link shows the walking route:

https://bit.ly/2rJsDGa

Walk

The College is approximately 20 minutes’ walk from the rail and bus terminals, or a 5-10 minute taxi journey. This link shows the 

route if you are walking: https://bit.ly/2ClmOEZ

http://www.irishrail.ie/
http://www.buseireann.ie/
https://bit.ly/2LnEpii
https://bit.ly/2rJsDGa
https://bit.ly/2ClmOEZ


By Train/Bus/Taxi

Taxi

If you are walking or arriving by taxi, enter the College via the front entrance at the junction of South Circular 

Road and Summerville Avenue and go to Reception in the Foundation Building for directions to the conference 

rooms. The College location (with a link to Google maps) can be accessed here: https://bit.ly/2EBknQX

The campus map here should help you with orientation: https://bit.ly/2Gzhylk . The conference will take place in 

the Tara Building.

Cycling in the City

Limerick has an excellent bike share scheme, with a station adjacent to the South Circular Road entrance to the 

College and many stations at various landmark locations around the city, including King John’s Castle, the city’s 

medieval district and the Georgian quarter. Details, with links to the downloadable app, are here: 

https://www.bikeshare.ie/limerick.html

https://bit.ly/2EBknQX
https://bit.ly/2Gzhylk
https://www.bikeshare.ie/limerick.html


Driving 
The College is easily accessible by car. You can plan your route via AA roadwatch here: https://www.theaa.ie/routes/ You should enter the College via the 

South Circular Road entrance. Parking will be reserved for conference attendees in the car park to your left on entry, but you should notify the conference 

organiser Marcus Free (marcus.free@mic.ul.ie) in advance if you require a reservation. For directions to the conference rooms go to Reception in the 

Foundation Building, adjacent to the car park. The campus map here should help you with orientation: https://bit.ly/2Gzhylk

If driving from Dublin (2 hours, 15 minutes from Dublin Airport), approach Limerick via the M7 motorway and continue directly onto the E20/N18 dual 

carriageway. Exit at Junction 2 (signed for Listowel/Limerick) and take the 5th exit onto the Dock Road/N69 for Limerick. After 2 kilometres, turn right onto 

Courtbrack Avenue and proceed to the junction with South Circular Road (first exit on the left at the second roundabout). The College entrance is on the left 

after .5km.  This link will show you the route from the N18/N69 junction: https://bit.ly/2S224ay

If driving from the Shannon Airport (25 minutes)/Galway direction follow the M18/N18 towards Limerick via the Shannon tunnel (toll). Exit at Junction 2 

(signed for Listowel/Limerick) and take the 2nd exit on the Dock Road/N69 for Limerick. After 2 kilometres, turn right onto Courtbrack Avenue and proceed 

to the junction with South Circular Road (first exit on the left at the second roundabout). The College entrance is on the left after .5km.  

If driving from the Cork/Kerry direction, approach Limerick via the M20 route. Exit at Junction 1 onto the N18 for Galway/Limerick.  Exit at Junction 2 

(signed for Listowel/Limerick) and take the 5th exit onto the Dock Road/N69 for Limerick. After 2 kilometres, turn right onto Courtbrack Avenue and 

proceed to the junction with South Circular Road (first exit on the left at the second roundabout). The College entrance is on the left after .5km.  

https://www.theaa.ie/routes/
mailto:marcus.free@mic.ul.ie
https://bit.ly/2Gzhylk
https://bit.ly/2S224ay


Your Meeting Venue
The conference will be held in the Tara 
Building, Rooms T116, T101, T104, 
T105, T106



Accommodation Options 
You will find accommodation options via the Fáilte Ireland tourist website www.discoverireland.ie and various accommodation platforms, 

including www.booking.com and www.airbnb.ie  Below are listed some of the hotels within easy walking distance of the College. When 

booking you should quote the code listed in each case.

1. Pery’s Hotel, Glentworth Street, Limerick, Tel: +353 61-413822

https://www.perys.ie/ Email: info@perys.ie

- Room Rate per night is €66 pp including breakfast, quoting EUPOP2019

- 15 minute walk from MIC Campus

2. Limerick City Hotel, Dock Road, Limerick, Tel: +353 61-207000

www.limerickcityhotel.ie email : contact@limerickcityhotel.ie 

- Room Rate per night is €74 pp including breakfast – Quoting Mary Immaculate College 

- Opposite the River Shannon – spectacular views of the City 

- Less than a 10 minute walk from the MIC Campus

https://www.perys.ie/
http://www.limerickcityhotel.ie/


3. George Hotel, Shannon Street, Limerick, Tel: +353 61-460400

https://www.georgelimerick.com Email: info@georgelimerick.com

- Room Rate per night is €95 B&B, single occupancy/ €110 B&B double occupancy, quoting EUPOP2019

- 10-15 minute walk from the MIC Campus

4. Savoy Hotel, Henry Street, Limerick , Tel: +353 61-448700

www.savoylimerick.com, email: reservations@savoylimerick.com

- Deluxe Room Rate per night of €125 B&B single occupancy/ €150 B&B  double twin occupancy, quoting MARYI150719 – limited 

availability at this price

- In the Heart of Limerick City with stunning views of King John’s Castle and the  River Shannon

- Only 15 minutes’ walk from MIC Campus

https://www.georgelimerick.com/
http://www.savoylimerick.com/


University of Limerick Summer Accommodation

Cappavilla Village is an attractive style complex made up of 2/4/6 bedroom apartments, each having their own en-suite bathroom and 

a share kitchen/living room per apartment. The apartments are located on the North Campus and next to the Pavillion Restaurant.

• University of Limerick to Mary Immaculate College is a 15 minute drive

• Regular Bus Eireann buses from outside the Stables Bar, UL to Limerick City. It’s then a 15 Minute walk to the Mary Immaculate 

campus.

Offering a B&B rate of €50.00 per person per night in a shared apartment in Cappavilla (continental breakfast) –

https://conference.ul.ie

Select ‘Book Accommodation’, Select dates and enter the promo code ‘EUPOP19’, If there are any queries, Please do not hesitate to 

contact us on 061-23417 or email conference@ul.ie

https://conference.ul.ie/


Local Excursions

Cliffs of Moher and Burren Tour 
(Full Day Excursion)

Bunratty Castle and Folk Park 
(Half Day Excursion)

The Burren lunar landscape

(Full day)

King Johns Castle, Hunt Museum and

St Mary's Cathedral

(Half Day)

Thomond Park Rugby Stadium



Individual paper and panel contributions are welcomed for the eighth annual international conference of the European Popular Culture Association 

(EPCA), to be held at Mary Immaculate College, Limerick, Ireland, July 16th – 18th, 2019.

EUPOP 2019 will explore European popular culture in all its various forms. This includes, but is by no means limited to, the following topics: 

European Film (past and present), Television, Music, Costume and Performance, Celebrity, The Body, Fashion, New Media, Popular Literature and 

Graphic Novels, Queer Studies, Sport, Curation, and Digital Culture. We also welcome abstracts which explore the various ways in which notions 

of ‘Europeanness’ and popular culture intersect; and how the current turmoil in European identity, union, its borders and divisions is portrayed in 

popular cultural themes and forms.

Papers and complete panels for all strands will be subject to peer review. Proposals for individual presentations must not exceed 20 minutes in 

length, and those for panels limited to 90 minutes. In the latter case, please provide a short description of the panel along with individual abstracts. 

Poster presentations and video projections are also warmly welcomed.

There will be opportunities for networking and publishing within the EPCA. Presenters at EUPOP 2019 will be encouraged to develop their papers 

for publication in a number of Intellect journals, including the EPCA’s Journal of European Popular Culture. A full list of Intellect journals is 

available at:

https://bit.ly/2ASL9B8

https://bit.ly/2ASL9B8


Proposals comprising a 300-word abstract, your full name, affiliation, and contact details (as a Word-file 

attachment, not a PDF) should be submitted to Marcus Free (Marcus.Free@mic.ul.ie) by 28.02.2019. Receipt of 

proposals will be acknowledged via e-mail, and the decision of acceptance will be notified within two weeks of 

submission. Early submissions are welcome.

Thanks to the generous support of the French embassy in Ireland, the organisers will be able to provide some 

financial assistance to some of the participants (early-career researchers or postgraduate students) who cannot avail 

of other sources of funding and who are currently working in a French higher education institution. These 

participants should indicate their willingness to be considered for that financial support when sending their paper 

proposal.

The conference draft program will be announced in May 2019, along with the conference registration fee. The 

likely conference fee will be 150 euros (student), and 200 euros (other). The fee includes coffees, lunches, evening 

dinner, buffet reception, and EPCA Membership (includes subscription to the Journal of European Popular Culture, 

Intellect Press). Details of inexpensive student accommodation and other options will be made available shortly on 

the conference website.



The keynote speakers:

Dr Seán Crosson (Huston School of Film and Media, National University of Ireland, Galway)

Dr Debbie Ging (School of Communications, Dublin City University)

Professor Diane Negra (Film Studies and Screen Culture, University College Dublin)

The European Popular Culture Association

The European Popular Culture Association (EPCA) promotes the study of popular culture from, in, and about Europe. Popular culture involves a wide 

range of activities, material forms and audiences. EPCA aims to examine and discuss these different aspects as they relate both to Europe and to 

Europeans across the globe, whether contemporary or historical.

EUPOP 2019 is organised by:

European Popular Culture Association (EPCA): http://epcablog.wordpress.com/

International Institute for Popular Culture (IIPC): http://iipc.utu.fi/

The conference is organised locally by: 

The Department of Media and Communication Studies in association with 

the Irish Centre for Transnational Studies (ICTS) and the

the Institute for Irish Studies (IIS) , Mary Immaculate College



Kind Regards,

EPCA President, Kari Kallioniemi, kakallio@utu.fi 

EPCA Vice-President, Pamela Church Gibson, pamelachurchgibson@gmail.com

EPCA Secretary, Kimi Kärki, kierka@utu.fi 

EPCA Membership Secretary, Graham Roberts, grahamroberts83@gmail.com

Local Organiser Contact: Marcus Free, Marcus.Free@mic.ul.ie

Conference website: https://eupop2019.wordpress.com/

Twitter #EUPOP2019 @EUPOP2019

mailto:Marcus.Free@mic.ul.ie
https://eupop2019.wordpress.com/


We look forward to welcoming you soon! 

16th-18th July, 
2019 


